
UNDERWOOD OF ALABAMA

Patience and Attention to Business Two Characteristics o! the

Majority Leader ot the House ol Representatives

Warhinoto.v, Aug. in. Af tor that scone
on tho floor of tho Houso of Representa-
tives In which Majority lxador Oscar W.

Underwood clrscrllioil William Jennings
llrj'nn ns n writer of Mntoments "abso-
lutely false." when tho crowd of cheering
Democrats had slowly licen rapped Into
order. Mr. Underwood paid In his charac-
teristically calm manner and with tho
utti.il absence of any noto of hurry or ex-

citement In his voice:
"Mr. Scaker, I tnovo that tlio House

reinlvo Itself Into tho committee of tho
whole lloiifo on tho state of tho Union for
the further consideration of tho Mil (JI. R.

IMtJ) to reduce tho duties on manufac-
tures of cotton.

It was characteristic of Mr. Underwood
that ho appeared to bo tho one member
on tho floor not In tho least concerned In

tho excitement. Ho was doing whut ho
Is always doing on tho floor, ho was pa-

tiently attending to tho conduct of tho bill
tinder consideration. This Is mentioned
because It Is a striking example Illustrat-
ing Ioider Underwood's two most notuble
characteristics, his Imperturbability und
his strict and uninterrupted attention to
business.

Tt is that latter characteristic which,
considered nsldo from his ability, has
brought Mr. Underwood Into leadership.
Ho Is not thoro accidentally, not thoro
through any contrivance of political
manipulation, but becauso since ho
entered Congress sixteen years ngo, when
ho was S3, ho has always been attending
ptrlctly to tho business of Congress and
has learnod that buslnoss thoroughly.

That appears to bo a fair explanation
of tho House leadership of Mr. Under-
wood. He obtained It by closo and
intelligent application to Congressional
work. Haw he. earned that remark
f&le degree of personal restraint which
Vaa shown when he denounced Dryan on
the floor tho other day Is ft longer and
fnora Interesting story. The present
Writer was recently In o group of men
engaged In the now popular occupation
Of discussing the majority leader whon
one of tho group, Sherlcy of Kentucky,
fealdi

caiibal

Underwood's chief political as well as
eexsonal quality is his patience.

That seems an odd uttributo to which
to aeoribe political success and personal
popularity, but another of tho group ex-- 1

plained It a llttio as no gavo nssent. to
Shorlev's dictum:

Yes, I guess that is fact. said the other.
Take It in caucus for instance. When
Underwood lias presented a now tariff
bill for tho consideration of tho emeus .

there Is tome tiling more man iimieriy
In his patience.

'I recall when Underwood brought In
the wool bill. He had not gono far before
tome member asked him if his committee
had given consideration to the growth of
the country's population as well us to the ,

stimulus of imports in arriving ut the
probable amount of revenue to be col
lected under a lower duty on woollen
goods. The House leader made u detailed
und clear explanation of the effect the
factor of tho country's growth would
have upon certain impel tations.

Then ho proceeded, und presently a
late comer nsked almost th same ques
tion and recehed the same careful ex-

planation. This happened u third time,
and while Underwood's patience was not
In the least depleted, there were cynical
remarks heard concerning those who dine
bo lato that they were not entitled to much
consideration.

When tho fourth belated diner solemnly
--joto and asked the tamo qtuvtiou ho
was nearly drowned in impatient jeers
and more cynical remarks. Underwood
smiled at tho impatient members ond re-

marked that tho gentleuiuii v.us entitled
to an onswer to his question, anil again
made his explanation." I

This characteristic wus wen in Mr
Underwood's presentation of the cotton ;

bill In tho House It had at ranged i

for one of the other members to make the
presentation speech, but thut mHinberftnma
was 111 and no one else prori;
prepared, so Mr. Undorwood had to make

explanations t,s tkri.u ithe preliminary
hours he stood there presenting the bill j

whllo tho opposition tried to turn the I

into explanation and thpresentation an
: . . . - . t I

nipianation into a neronce. mac is,
what tlio opposuion is lor, aim ''""-- j
wood hail to meet tho attack of many J

xperieneed and successful debaters, men i

long
Vorbal balls were pitched at liltu from

angle with every possible curve,
drop and upshoot, but ho caught and
returned them with a skill and deftness
which loft undisturUid that Impertuiba-billt- y

which appears to bo nt once his
dofunco and an active weapon against
the opposition.

This does not Keem to bo anything. In

tho way of an affectation or an ucquired
characteristic of tho Democratic loader.
Ono judgfw It to be purely tempera-
mental. He appears to 1st thoroughly
B quiet tempered man.ns well us a good
tempered man, und that helps probably
to account for his success. It cortainly
helps to account for his personal popu-
larity, specially with the now members.

Some of the latter tuke seiiously the
powpaper Jokes und tho ploasantiies
of thoir friends about tho littleness of a
tiww momlior. Many of tho freshmen
Who had lieon reminded of their little-
ness in meeting some of the old
members have had their hurt feelings
toothed by a meeting, casual or sought,
with tho majority leader. A freshman
Kolng to Mr. Underwood elth'.-- r In tho
Ways und Means Committfto rooms in
the House offlco building or In his private
office In tho Capitol, or mooting him acci-
dentally in the lobby behind the Spiaker's
(J'k with a roquest for Information or
fcdvice Is treated with exactly as much
consideration and frankness in is an old
cr Important roetnbor.

Just another incident to Illustrate- - tho
even temper of Mr. Underwood. Tho
ether day in tho House thero was a vote
tn tho report of the committee which
hud been Investigating tho alleged mis-
appropriation of funds in payment for a
portrait or former Secretary of State
Day, and tho last speech In favor of the
rornmitteo was mado by Mr, Underwood

hen the Speaker unnoiincod thut tho
commltteo was defeated, nn a Itepubli
can's motion to nmond, liy 127 ayes to
l2; noes, Mr. Underwood qulotly left
his boat and went to his private nfllce
Bear by on tho House floor.

Probably many In the galleries and
eomo on tho floor thought that the leader
was mortified and had gone into retire-
ment to conceal his chagrin. Tho tally
theet had been taken to the lobby south
of the llouuo floor ami a tally ck'rk, eur- -

rounded by a score of members, checked
up tho votes utid found that tho result
was In favor of tho committee, the ayes
being 127 and tho noes 136. A member
hurried to Mr. Undorwood's private
iifTi co and without knocking rushed In
thinking probably to cheer a disappointed
leader with good Mows.

He checked himself suddenly when he
discovered Mr. Underwood with a pllo of
statistical data In front of him placidly
dictating u Btatometit to his stenographer
Ho received tho nows good natnredly of
course, but continued his dictation and
left It to Mr. Mann, tho minority leader,
to straighten out tho muddle.

It Is easy for reporters to llnd out what
Mr. Underwood thinks oti nny subject
which ho considers proper matter for an
Interview, and ho does notfTetend that
ho considers it cither Improper or In-

expedient to answer questions asked
ubout tho dally growing talk of his candi-
dacy either for tho Presidency or the

On this subject he said
to a Sum correspondent who found him
In his private office in the capital:

"Yes, of course I see what the news-
papers say about tho probability of somo
delegates going to tho next convention
and asking a place for mo on the tlekot
and I receive scores of letters daily on
this subject, but I am not concerned
with this.

"I do not say that this Is not all very
pleasant; It would be difficult to imagine
a man in publla life to whqjn such dis-
tinction would not be agreeable, but it
is not n subject that I allow myself to
consider other than in tho manner I have
suggested. I om here occupying n very
Important position, with great responsi-
bility placed upon mo by my party, and
that position und those responsibilities
wholly occupy my time and my serious
thoughts. Nothing clso should and noth-
ing else can. If I can preserve harmony
in our party, keep it united and strong,
1 shall havo accomplished all that my
ambition seeks to accomplish.

"Hy the way. did you ever think what is
tho greatest privilege tho majority leader
has?" He smiled und looked out at the
pleasant prospect to be seen from the
south window of that private offlco. "The
greatest privilege, or ut least the one I

liko tho best anyway, which comes with
the position of majority leader in the use
of this oftice. To my mind it Is the pleas
ontest room In the Capitol and certainly
has tho prettiest view.

"So you see there Is something besides
honor and hard work that goes with the
chairmanship of the Wavs and Means
Committee. And I liko to think as I

work here that I am working where Grow.
Randall. Iilalne, L'urtislo. Heed, Colfux.
Crisp, Henderson and Cannon worked.
This used to be the Sieaker's room."

As he talked on it was evident that Mr.
Underwood's personal political platform
u not Involved.

That is. he Is a tariff for revenue Demo-
crat so long as the tariff Is the only avail-
able source through which to obtain a
large part of the necessary Government
funds. He seems to consider the con-
ducting of the national Government
more nearly a purely business than a
partisan political affair, and that it is
not the smallest uit of the duties of his
partv to niMt that there bo maintained
a strict d'stinction between public and
private business. While that makes him

. .. .1; .1 .1 1.. ,1. ....1 1.. !onjeci io nne eiiKKtu 111 front, ukmiug
business asking the Government toassuro
them profits ihrough tariff or other favors,
heulso insist tti.it th(!iveiiinu'iit should
let honestly conducted profit making
busine-- s a 'one ns much as the Govern-
ment on it t should insist that profit
making business should let the Govern-
ment ulone. Ho objects to alliance as
much as to Intel Terence in this respect.

In restart to other sublects prominentlr
'before the public Mr Underwood gave
his views fieelv. although un active career
in the ( 'undress for sixtis-- years has re--
vealed his views, in debates and votes,
"' "nv Mich nutter--, He opposed th

. I.. man -- Iff
' K,''"",l' W'llUH III lilt ItW.t 1411 HI. ,.,. i. iVi- - that it is an addi- -

inK imI,sed on iietlvo em- -
wus niuveii in ueveiopiuK iersiun-s- , exinuiun

Inditbi ties and piving wages and noes
not p .list upon' idle capital tho nirden
()f u,,,,,.!,,,., .rt ,.f lltn mtiimH nnu.la.1
r,.Vcni:e. He was one of the few memtsrs
who Ssike as well us voted against that
part of tl Payne bill. His reason for
rtt iMrwt n ;i rtrt u irn I Will t:it (VfituInH 111- -
..dvo.-je- y income tax: the latter
,,,Ks's. us he judges this maiter, me uur-capit- al

,),. f turn' ion on Idle und upon
ludi idimls able to pay It.

m that subject, "anil l do inot see how a
general law" old members are likely
to speak of United States statutes us
"general Ihws" "instituting the initiative
und referendum could lie succesfull
operated. 1 am not opposed to local,
State or municipal initiative uud referen-
dum. We have had both in operation
in my State for a numberof years, relating
to such subjects as fence laws, or as they
aro called in some States, cattle laws.
I.oca lv. I think the ill native and refer
endum would operate satisfactorily as
to a nuinlier or leirlsi'itivosunjecls.

"Klecllon of United States Senators
bv iiiiiiular voto7 Oh. mv record la old
oil thut subject. 1 Introduced ten years.
ago and pitsseu tnroURii wie iiousea inn,
the first one providing for a constitutional
amendment to effect the election of Sen-
ators by direct vote, it died In the Senate.

"As to conservation of natural resources,
I favor reasonable legislation for that
purpose. What wti.must avoid in radical
InwH llkelv to interfere with long and well
established State policies In respect to their
natural resources."

Mr. Underwood l tall, ft little over six
feet probubly; stalwart, deliberate In
movement, but athletic. He said to somo
friends tin other day that he hail put in
from twelve to fourteen hours u day at
hard work for six months and he antici-
pated with keen delight the adjournment
of Congress, because then he Intended to
devote a solid month to morning golf
und afternoons of light reading. An
uild.-- soiee to his loafing month would
be given, he said, by the thought that his
secietaries would lie answering, ull his
luttm-s- . He Is refusing Invitations to
speak which would (111 every day for a
montn alter amoui mount uuu icuve many
invitations declined,

"I do not know why so many people
are kind enough to ask me to mufce public
addresses," ho remarked, "for I am no
orator

Perhans not There are many and varied
notions as to what Is oratory. Mr Under-
wood usually speaks In tho House in a
ennversattonal manner, with a cood voice.
not rapidly, but without hesitating for a
word, no ovmeuuy noes not rcok io
"onitn" - usually. Hut when ho concluded
the debate on the conference committee
report on tlio wool ma ne evidently so
much enjoyed getting buck at his ancient
legislative onnoiient. Puviie of New York.
that ho hurried his utterance and for to
or three minutes he spoke but six he
gave rein to the joy of eombut that must
dwell Fomewhere In such ft man In a bit
of oratory which, whether the manner
or matter, brought the Democratic side
of the House to Its feet cheering and
gained enough votes on the Republican
side to carry tho report by more than
iwo-unru- s
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Open Air Players Here and Abroad 4 JKJKS
It has not yet come to pass that this

country is provided with out of door
theatricals to tho extent that the coun-
tries of Europo aro. In Franco and dor-man- y

out of door performances have
como to lie as much matter of tho com-
merce of theatres as the Indoor enter-
prises, although the representations are
not so frequent.

At tho out of door theatre of nerton-stel- n

on Vlorwaldstflttersoe in Switzerland
there nro regular dally performances
throughout tho entire summer. At ono
of tho open air theatres near Paris the
company of tho Theatre Francois acted
tho other day one of the plays of its classic
repertoire. This performance, which may
bo considered the highest mark of ar-

tistic recognition of tho free air stage,
was IAventurlfti-- e of Ktnile Angler.
All of the performances at tills llttio
theatre In the garden of tho Malson Lafltto
are of high artistic quality, but It is not
often that tho Comcdlo sends its lient
artists out Into the open.

In addition to tie groat spectacle in
tho arena nt Beziercs there nro perform-
ances scattered throughout nil France.
In Nancy for Instance there Is nn open
ulr theatre called the "Theatre Passional,'
at which are given religious or miracle,
plays Iiust rummer It was n miracle
play shewing tho llfo of St. Jeanne d'Arc.
This year it was a mystery play show-In- g

episodes of the Old Testament which
uro of such a character that they can be
put on the Ftngo. Not unlike the per-
formances at Oborammergau Is tho spirit
of these religious representations, All
the parts are taken by amateurs, although
there nro professional experts tolook nfter
the scenery and other material depart-
ments of the series.

Nor has music been altogether denied
tho experiment of u hearing in the open
ulr. Twice last summer was "Taw- -

ire

,US. rOM'KN AS ELFCTRA.

huiiser sung In a forest near a north I

German watering place, anil in Switzer
land during the pieseiit summer there
was un eii air representation of opera
Tills took place ut Me?len, not far
from Iiiusaniio "Orfeo and lairvdice"
was sung, with Clotild ltressler-liiaiio- li

In the tltl riVo and other professional
singers in the important parts
The chorus, however, was made up of I

the 'Uantry uud cither dvnt.rs In tli.
neighborhood. In order to preserve the
Grt-e- spirit of th erform:itHi" thru
was a staircase built on eadi side of the1
stage und the K.lngers, who entered from '

doors on each side of the stage, walked
through this to their places. The build- - I

lng in which these performances were
hold was Utl more than a rude bum

At I'h.irlottenburg, In the outskirts of
llerllti, there Is an outdoor theatre which

tepre-enlin- g this year an episode of
the war with Russia culled "The Iron
Crucifix." Tho representation Is given
In the lato afternoon. The actual events'
took place far uwiy from this snot, al
though the stage Is so constructed as to'
represent the actual scero of tho hap
pening.

Iwen admirers of open air performances
agree that it adds somo charm to these
representations to have them tuke place
on a spot that has soma historical
connection with tho ac'ual event This
Is In a way a weakening of the purely
theatrical development to the value
of the pageant Ido.i. 'I ho picture of
the pageant shown here Is from tho
celebration of history of Northampton
In July and shows preparations for a
Puritan wedding. Other pictures aro
scenes from "Klektra" by tho Cobiirn
Players with Mrs. Unburn as lilpktra,
tho last net of "The Rivals" by tho Obrr
company which ha been acting Shorl-duu- 'a

comedy through tho Catskills, with
"Rip Van Winklo" as un nlternato, und the
Ben Greet company. It will bo observed
that none of these companies has a per-
manent homo such as the foreign troupes
have, whether In France or Germany
Tho difference between the open air Ihe--
atrcs hero and in Kuropo is that tho placo
Is found over thoro mid u thcatro estab-
lished. Hero the actors aro gathered
into a company nnd then sot out to And
somo place suited to their appearances.
Thus the companies thut appear out of
doors are all travelling companies.

This season there have been In addition
to the Coturn Players und Hon Greet's
oompany, which have been noting In a
number of cities with tho local symphonlo
orchestras, tho Georgo Ober troupe and
Mme. Alberti's pantomimlsts, who givo
pantomimes out of dohrs. Thoro havo
uever beforo been four of these com-
panies playing simultaneously, nnd tho
fact that both tho Grcotand Coburn com-
panies havo mot with material success
has lod to this Increaso In tho number.
In this country tho performances aro

The Cream .lug Era.
From the Burlington Mngatlne.

A cream jug In silver is hardly known
earlier than tho beginning of the eigh-
teenth century, though they aro found
very soon after J700, Tea had been in-

troduced into England In the reign of
Charlea II.; it was first used medicinally,-- !

i

Photo hy Kale 1'.. McCleumo,

I'll oto by llyrcn.

usually given In tho evenings, whereas
It is the custom on tho nature
stages lu Kuropo to act the dramas In (he
afternoon.

There uro many vigorous opponents of
tho opon air performances, They find
that tlicro isun inconsistency between the
actor's symbols unil the nature in which
ho i placed, Thoro is nothing, for in-

stance, that makes a wig look so obviously
urtillciul as to present it in the open air.
A wig surrounded by natural trees ami
bushes looks whut it is, nnd tho light of day

but gradually grow Into favor as a bev-
erage.

With it was Introduced tho cream jug,
which may be found In silver in an extraor-
dinary variety of designs and patterns.
Perhaps one of .the most remarkable is
the cow, which was first made in England
about 1740 and continued to ho made occa-
sionally down to tho reign of George IV.

THE COBURN PLAYERS IN "ELECTRA."

"THE RIVALS."

THE NORTHAMPTON PAGEANT.

"TWELFTH NIGHT"

makes it scorn still more nt variance with
its surroundings. Tho satno is true of tho
makeup that actors must usmimo. Its
faNlty Is obvious in the open air.

Then thoqueslion of lighting is difficult.
If the performance Is given ut night the
calciums must lie employed and they te

illumination in a way that makes
Impossible nny calculated artistic effect.
They bl izo on the particular spot toward
which they aro directed, but they throw
tl1ure.1t of the stage into an Inky blackness
which niakei an inartistic coutrust. Tho

it Is also possible, though rnrely, to find
a gout Jug. Undoubtedly the cow woe
first used in a practical manner, the liquid
being introduced into the buck of tho
animal mid poured through tho mouth,
a method scarcely elegant; It must be
acknowledged that at that period our
manners had not reached thoir highest
level.

IN THE OPEN.

effect of tho wind Is another factor that
cannot, directly bo ruckouisi with. It
may bo that the elements will befuvorablo
anil there will at least bo no blowing of the
costumes, tho foliage and the draperies
that may serveasa proscenium arch. Hut
on the other hand there uro likely to be
many interruptions to the dignity of thy
scene that can never bo prepared for.

Tho voices may lie mado to carry,
although it takes shouting rather than dis-

tinctness of utterance. Of course delicate
effects of speech aro just us impossible as

Indians Knew the law.
From tkr Arimnn Rrjnthlirnn,

The recent preliminary examination at
Mesa of a let of Indians implicated in a con-
spiracy to force broucht out that they were
familiar with their rights under the law.

While they had told the offlrcrs all that
was really necessary for them to know and

-

1

dollcate facial expression, both of wbloti
ute lost In tho vastnesses of u college
campus or a park. Tho genoral effect af
these performances is in fact rather Hluriy
to bo less natural than the most conva- -
tional production. Only the trees and th
stones are of nature and tho sky abov tha
players. The rest of tho detnils'ln co
trust with huch absolute nature ueent more
urtitlcial than usual. Hut tliut thoss ob-
jections uro not felt by all spectators at
tho open air performances thulr eret
success has shown. N

had even furnished a written statement
setting forth theii accomplishments, tat
Justice nt the peace ut .Mesa directed one of
them to take the stand Without wsltluf
for the nd ice of counsel he declined, saylnf
that he could not be compelled to say any-
thing that would tend to incriminate blm-se- lf

and that atiythius tlmt lie niluht vltar
would aarUilnly have euch a tendency.


